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February  13, 2011: Easter Vigil 
Handouts will be posted online at 
www.salcvan.org/adultclass.
Quotes from Sundays and Seasons
God's Big Story Holding Our Little Stories

Easter Vigil is a special night. A moment for some of the greatest stories of our faith heritage unfurled in one setting. In hearing these stories, we connect with the heart of our own faith story.

As the people of God, we have through history ached in suffering, celebrated in praise, begged for help, offered generous service, and in general led lives full to the brim. The stories of Easter Vigil remind us of the range of faithful moments, including both joy and desolation. Witnessing these ancient stories, we discover anew how God's great story is for us. These stories are indeed our stories.

God brings us through fire and water, out of death and night, welcoming us into the light of life. This night we light a new Christ candle from a new fire. By the light of that flame we gather to remember who we are and where we have come from. We gather at the baptismal font, giving thanks for water that is a sign of death to sin and rebirth into eternal life and for the fire of the Spirit, animating ashes and dry bones. Tonight, as we welcome new brothers and sisters in Christ through baptism, we remember how on the first Easter Christ welcomed Mary: calling her by name, bringing her out of weeping into the joyous light of Easter morning.

Through the drama of Easter Vigil, our communities of faith are invited to honest reflection and real renewal. On this night we remember that God's great story holds all of our little stories: the joy and fear of a new baby, changing jobs, cancer, celebrating friendship, waiting for new faith to emerge. All of us are written into God's ongoing and welcoming narrative of passionate grace and service.

Discussion

1. What did you like/what did you learn from this chapter? Your favorite quote?
2. What’s a good time and length for the Easter Vigil? How do we keep people of all ages engaged?
3. What ideas do you have for our Easter Vigil such as a horse trough for a font, bring water from home to fill the font, lots of oil, a conga line for Miriam’s dance, a ppt for the Proclamation, different types of flowers, snacks for the kids, children make their own candles with glitter during Lent, bread and wine, music you can sing without it being printed, etc.?
4. Which is your favorite vigil Old Testament reading? Which one speaks most to your story? To our story as a faith community?
THE READINGS 
See also pages 58-58 in The Three-Day Feast
Genesis 1:1—2:4a Creation. Genesis 1 presents God's ordering of the earth as an entirely good thing. The chapter specifically counters Babylonian values and narratives by giving to God all power on earth and by claiming a positive relationship between humans and God.

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 Flood. In Genesis, the ancient Near Eastern story of a worldwide flood interweaves two different accounts, both of which understood the flood as having been divine punishment for sin. 

Genesis 22:1-18 Testing of Abraham. The story of the testing of Abraham illustrates the importance of Israelite faith in God and may reflect rejection of Canaanite child sacrifice.

Exodus 14:19-30; 15:20-21 Deliverance at the Red Sea. The reference to the tale of the Israelites’ miraculous escape from Pharaoh's army recurs in the Hebrew Bible as the primordial story of God's power to save. 

Isaiah 55:1-11 Salvation freely offered to all. The promise made to the descendents of David has been universalized to apply to all peoples, because the return from exile will bring about the restoration of all creation. The imagery suggests that like spring rain, God's word will accomplish lively growth.

Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21: 9:4b-6 The wisdom of God. Originally used in boys' schools, Proverbs includes passages in which wisdom is described as a good woman who offers knowledge that is like gold, bread, and wine, while evil is pictured as a foolish woman who tempts people away from the correct path.

or Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4 In Baruch, Woman Wisdom is connected with the creation of the world and can be found especially in Israel.

Ezekiel 36:24-28 A new heart and a new spirit. Ezekiel was a sixth-century B.C.E. prophet who lived in Babylon during the exile. In this passage, the prophet, speaking the word of the LORD, holds out the hope that Israel will return to its land, with clean water, a new heart, a new spirit, and the will to obey God.

Ezekiel 37:1-14  Valley of the dry bones. Despite the devastation of the exile, the prophet promises that God will restore Israel to its land. Repeating the imagery in the creation story of Genesis 2, the vision anticipates that the word and the breath of the LORD will bring about a new people.

Zephaniah 3:14-20  The Gathering of God’s people. This selection is the joyous song that concludes the book, a poem that describes the renewed homeland that God, the true king, will establish for Israel.

Jonah 1:1—2:1 The deliverance of Jonah. The book of Jonah is a short story about a renegade prophet Jonah who resists God's call and who at the end is peeved because God is merciful to the outsider. 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11 Clothed in the garments of salvation. This poem can be seen as a response to the Servant Songs of Second Isaiah. The one who will bring about God's deliverance has come, been anointed, and is actively doing the will of the LORD. 

Daniel 3:1-19 Deliverance from the fiery furnace. . In response to God's miraculous acts, even the wicked king is converted to faith.

