The Secret Message of Jesus

September 26, 2010
Warm Up

(In groups of 2-3 answer the following questions)

1.  What is one awesome thing that has happened to you in the last week?

2. Share a time during the last week when you have seen a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.  

Review of Last Week

Last week people share over and over again how the message of Jesus was both personal and private.  Some shared that because of the separation of church and state, local Lutheran churches stayed away from anything that could be construed as political.  The message of Jesus was not even to be made public for fear of being asked questions one could not answer or be considered as one of those dreaded evangelists.  Yet Jesus’ message was both public and political.  It is as if we have toned down the divisive part of Jesus message so as not to cause waves.

Getting Started

1.  What do the first words from Jesus in the Gospels tell us about the kingdom?

a. “From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Mt. 4:17)

b. “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.”  (Mt. 4:23)

c. “But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you.” (Mt. 6:33)

d. “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news* of God,*15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near,* repent, and believe in the good news." (Mk. 1:14-15)

e. “But he said to them, "I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose." (Lk 4:43)

2. If you are part of Jesus’ kingdom, which of the following do you find most revolutionary?

a. You won’t slit Roman throats

b. When a soldier backhands you, you turn the other cheek as a nonviolent/transcendent counter move.

c. When a soldier forces you to carry his pack for one mile, you’ll carry it a second mile as an expression of your own free will

d. You will not curse and damn the notorious sinners and scoundrels to hell

e. You interact with the outcasts, refusing to judge and even inviting them to your parties.

f. You treat the outcast, not afraid of their polluting influence but as neighbors hopeful about your possible healing and uplifting influence on them.

g. You won’t be blindly patriotic and compliant, but be willing to confront injustice, even at the cost of your life.

h. You begin to live in a way that some say is stupid and naïve, but others see as courageous and wild hope that could transform the world.

3. The Gospel of Mark uses the word “kingdom” twenty different times.  Which of the following is most interesting to you?

a. "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news." - Mk. 1:14-15

b. “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables;” - Mk 4:11

c. “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”  - Mk 9:1

d. “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” - Mk.10:14

e. “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” - Mk 10:15

4. Jesus calls his message of the kingdom of God, “good news.”  When there was a military victory, messengers would be sent out to announce “good news.”  One example of good news from Myra, Lysia during Caesar Augustus (27 BC-14AD) reads, “Divine Augustus Caesar, son of god, emperor of land and sea, the benefactor and savior of the whole world, has brought you peace.”  In this light, what are the public and political dimensions of Jesus’ message?

a. Jesus is God’s son, not Caesar

b. God is the creator of land and sea and still controls both

c. Jesus is the savior of the world

d. Jesus is the one who blesses the world, not Caesar

e. Jesus brings peace, not by the sword, but by the power of God

f. Other

5. What did Jesus mean by the kingdom of God?

a. Heaven after you die

b. An ideal for the future but not now

c. Personal internal reality only

d. A kingdom like the Roman empire

e. A kingdom like under King David

f. Other

For the next two weeks we will look at how Jesus communicated the secret message and for the last two weeks we will examine what it means for us today.
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