Living The Questions

9/19/10  Taking the Bible Seriously

Discuss among yourselves in groups of 2 or 3:

· Where are you on the spectrum of ‘The Bible is an inerrant product of God’ vs. ‘The Bible is a human book.’

· What is lost when you reject a literal interpretation?  What is gained?

Two views of the Bible 
1. Divine product sent to humans

2. Record of experience of the divine written by humans

Tex Sample
Story about preacher who says, ‘if I did not believe that every word in the Bible is true, I would burn it and go out and have a good time.’
‘For him the Bible was something that got in the way, for them the Bible was something that helped on the way.’
Marcus Borg

Question: Whether the Bible is to be seen as an inerrant and infallible divine product, or a human product, a product of the ancient communities of Israel and the early Church.  
Historical research and the Jesus Seminar – Bible texts can be treated as historical sources, not divinely guaranteed factual reports.  
‘There are millions of people who cannot be biblical literalists.  My vocation is talking to the people who can’t be literalists.  Can they be Christians?’
My argument is, a more historical and metaphorical approach to the Gospels, and to the Bible as a whole, provides a way for non-literalists to be Christian.
Amy-Jill Devine

In some churches, people are hesitant to voice questions about discrepancies such as the time of cleansing of the temple (at the beginning or the end of Jesus’ ministry).   
‘I find it sad that some people do find it difficult to raise questions concerning Scripture.’
‘Use some history here. If one’s faith is so fragile that the very mention of a possible discrepancy threatens to topple the whole thing, then that faith really isn’t worth much.’
Barbara Rossing

‘The Bible is inspired, but it’s also fully human.  There are certainly errors in here, but it’s still inspired.  It becomes God’s word for us when it tells us who we are and who God is.’
Walter Brueggemann

The Bible is an act of faithful imagination, it is not a package of certitudes.

‘It is an act of imagination that invites our faithful imagination, that makes it possible to live faithfully.  Rooted in memory but presses always to new possibility that is still in front of us.’  
Megan McKenna

What makes it holy:  ‘When a group of people have done that for long periods of time, it becomes sacred.  Power that has been laced into it who have spent their lives trying to make it come true.’
A different definition of how the Bible is “holy.”
Marcus Borg
If the Bible is not directly divine, on what do I base my faith as a Christian?
Borg:   I think the Bible is still the foundation of your faith, but it’s not that the Bible is something to be believed in.

‘I speak of the Bible as a lens through which we see God, or a finger that points to God.   Some people make the mistake of believing in the lens or the finger.’
‘It’s about entering into a relationship with the one that the lens points to.’
Nancy Ammerman

Can we make an idol of the Bible?
‘Fundamentalists view the Bible as primary authority.  If I have a question, there is an answer in there. What that ends up becoming right up alongside God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, almost a fourth member of the trinity.’
Mel White

Some people believe that if you do not take the Bible literally, the Bible is under threat.  Examples: women should not speak in church, attitude toward gays.
‘We lose the spirit of Christ, who didn’t take these verses literally himself.’
Lloyd Geering
The Bible was written by humans, and reflects all the prejudices of the people who wrote it.  A set of books from the past.

The view that it is inerrant:  ‘that is not true to the Christian tradition.’  The Bible was made by people in the past, who then handed it on.  When viewed as inerrant, ‘we in fact make an idol of it.’
Winnie Varghese
There are different genres of text, where we discern God has been revealed to these communities.  If we take the Bible seriously we should take the surrounding historical research seriously.  “A view of the Bible that is more accurate, more complicated.’ 

Marcus Borg

A human product, a response to the experience of God.  It is not a divine product.

The product of two ancient communities, ancient Israel and the early Christian movement. Not how God sees things, but how these ancient people saw things.

The Bible as a response to the experience of the sacred.
Does not in any way deny the reality of God. Culturally conditioned words written by humans.  Anything we say is a human construction.


Nancy Ammerman

The many kinds of interpretative lenses.  Once we have gotten over the hurdle that there might be more to Scripture than what’s written on the page.

‘One you get over that first hurdle, then there are lots of different ways that people look at what the Scriptures is about.’
Ron Buford

God is still speaking.

‘We take the Biblical text seriously but not literally.’
‘We do not believe that the people who wrote the Biblical text saw for all time or heard for all time, what God was saying to God’s people.’
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