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Tex Sample

Story about Mr. Arcon vs. retired Korean missionary Miss Hattie Boie

‘What I remember is Mr. Arcon took the racist story and put God’s story in it, supporting the racist story.  Miss Hattie Boie took the racist story, put it in God’s story, and dismantled it.’
John Dominic Crossan

4 questions

1. What is the character of your god

2. What is the content of your faith

3. What is the function of your church

4. What is the purpose of your worship

John Shelby Spong

‘We must get away from this theistic, supernatural God that imperils our humanity and come back to a God who permeates life so deeply that our humanity becomes the very means by which we experience the divine presence.’
Ron Buford

‘Some studies suggest that as many as 80% of 20 year olds today have never been to church.  So much theological language envisions a church solidly in Christendom.  We’re going to have to find new ways to talk about God.’
John B. Cobb Jr.

How have theologians been mistaken by characterizing God as omnipotent?

Omnipotence is not a biblical doctrine

‘If you say God has all the power, that means he has no power at all.  Because power is a relational term.’
God’s power is persuasive rather than coercive.  The notion of omnipotence tends to focus on coercion.
Culver Bill Nelson
The word divine leaves us free from all the associations with a single word we’ve had for so many centuries.  The problem has to do with making God human-like.

‘The image of God as a person I think has to give way to the image of God as a presence, a presence that is personalizing, but not person-hood.’
John Shelby Spong

Suppose we change our God definition.  Suppose we begin to think of God as a presence at the very heart of life.

· If God is the source of life …
· If God is the source of love …
· If God is the ground of being …
Ron Buford

Story about first memory of parents

‘I believe that God loves us unconditionally, and uncontrollably.  It’s the nature of God to love us, and I’m grateful for that.’
Marcus Borg

One of the great needs to help people move to Post-critical naïveté

Critical thinking

Critical thinking is deeply corrosive of biblical story and of religion in general.

In the modern period we have so identified truth with factuality.

If it’s your ultimate paradigm, you can get stuck in critical  thinking for a lifetime.  And if you live in it decade after decade, it becomes an increasingly arid and barren place to live.

Post-critical naïveté
The ability to hear these stories once again as true stories, even as you know that their truth does not depend on their factuality.
‘Now I don’t know if it happened this way or not, but I know this story is true.’

Example: light of world in star, the use of the story of the birth of Moses – story of the true king coming into the world, the exodus all over again.

Winnie Varghese
To think theologically -  to use our cosmology of God as a lens with which we see the world.  
‘If we talk about Satan, what we mean to talk about is those things that deprive people of the fullness of their life, that take them away from that first story that God creates and that God delights in what he creates.’
Realization of sin and evil in our theological framework, keeps us with the theological  perspective. ‘God’s desire for us is much more grand.’

‘The gift of theological thinking is that it can give us a freedom to hope for much more than seems practical.  We are supposed to be trying to view the world with God’s vision, and not just with what we can imagine.  Which again is the story of the garden – from the beginning our imaginations about who we can be are just far too small.’
Rick Ufford-Chase

‘It’s far more important to act theologically than think theologically.  I do believe that most of us act our way into a new way of thinking rather than think our way into a new way of acting.  Genuine experience in relationship is what changes people.’
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