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10/17/10  Paul: A Passion for Christ
Yvette Flunder
I see Paul when I read him chronologically, as a man in transition.  In terms of a Pharisee, a person who was well educated among people who weren’t as educated as himself, also a person who was  bi-cultural, dual citizenship, and in the midst of that, he was receiving a revelation about grace and truth, in a very legalistic environment.   I watch him as those remnants of legalism fall off over a period of time.
It’s a long journey – I say that as a real fundamentalist Pentecostal.   

Amy Jill Levine
He provided the God of Israel to the gentile world.  You get a whole moral compass, you get people who will take care of you, people who will nurse you when you are sick.
Winnie Varghese

Paul was someone who had a passionate encounter with Jesus.  His passion was to create communities where that story survived, and what he understood of what Jesus meant for us to be and do survived.   

We’ve had a personal encounter where we get it, and then we seek to find ways to share that story.  Paul was an institution builder in many ways.

John B Cobb
Without Paul, Christianity would have remained a Jewish sect.  He didn’t intend for it to become anything other than the true Judaism – the vast majority of us Gentiles would never have been grafted into the Jewish roots.

Pauline texts
John Dominic Crossan

Consensus of scholarship, of the 13 letters attributed to Paul 

7 are definitely Paul’s

Romans

Galatians

1 & 2 Corinthians

Philemon

Philippians

1 Thessalonians
Regarded as not from Paul

2 Thessalonians

Colossians

Ephesians

Higher consensus not from Paul

1, 2 Timothy

Titus

So you have sort of 3 different Pauls in the New Testament.  None of this is particularly scandalous -- It was quite customary in the ancient world to attribute texts to a dead person who was extremely authoritative.  You are saying as it were, if only the person was alive today, this is what he would say.
John B Cobb

Paul was very appreciative of the role of women in the church. He calls one woman an apostle.  That’s about the highest compliment you can give.  Sadly, someone in the next generation, who had a patriarchal attitude, inserted into Corinthians, a paragraph that contradicts the rest of the book of Corinthians, as well as the rest of Paul’s message, and that has been taken to  be Paul’s idea about women.
Amy Jill Divine
We’re always reading this text by picking and choosing, and deciding what verses we want to apply to today, what are specific to a congregation at particular time, and what are universal.
John Dominic Crossan

You really have 3 different Pauls.   The Paul of the authentic letters, is a radical Paul who insists on equality. The Paul of Colossians and Ephesians is a more liberal Paul.   The post Pauline letters are trying to tone down the social radicality of the original Paul.

The first move toward accommodation with the Roman Empire. The shadow of Constantine, a few hundred years ahead, is starting to fall over the early church.

Paul’s message
Marcus Borg

Paul an articulate voice of the same kind of subversive and alternative wisdom that we see in Jesus. His terminology for talking about it is a bit different – for Paul , life under the Law is life under conventional wisdom.  Life under religious conventional wisdom is life under the Law. It’s a life of rewards and requirements.  

And for Paul, radical grace is the alternative wisdom.  Life with God Is not about following the right way and being rewarded.  Grace means that God’s acceptance of us is an unconditional gift and if we move into that, it changes everything.

Amy Jill Levine
He’s on the fly, and he’s got a program which he himself admits is a scandal and a folly.  He’s got to convince a bunch of gentiles that some Jew named Jesus who died on a cross will provide for them eternal life and freedom from sin. And he does it in an absolutely brilliant way.

Because he’s writing ad hoc information targeted to specific congregations, it’s extremely difficult to get some sort of systematic program on what Paul actually thought regarding morality or particular practices in churches.

John R Cobb
What is your understanding of Paul’s understanding of Jesus’ saving work?
One of the problems has been that even translators have been influenced by theological developments in the later church. For Paul, one very important term, especially in Romans, is pistis.  And we have translated pistis as faith.  And then when you say, well what do you mean by faith, you’re likely to say, well, it’s trust and it’s assurance.  And all of those ideas are included in pistis.  So these are not false translations but they are misleading translations, because pistis for Paul, and its general use in his time, included a whole way of living and it’s better captured in the English word faithfulness.
So faithfulness includes trust and assurance, but it also includes a total way of being in the world.  

Well partly because of this narrow understanding of pistis, theologians and then also biblical translators have said, ‘well Paul was not interested in the pistis of Jesus.  So every time Paul wrote about the pistis of Jesus, the translators said, ‘faith in Jesus’ rather than ‘the faithfulness of Jesus.’
So Paul was very interested in the faithfulness of Jesus.

And secondly, he was interested in our participation in Jesus.  Now no one has denied that he was interested in our participation in Jesus’ death and our hope for participation in Jesus resurrection. That much no one has denied.  But the language that Paul uses implies that he was just as interested in our participation in the faithfulness of Jesus.
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