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Pre-Easter Jesus
Amy-Jill Devine

I don’t think it’s helpful to look at the gospels as word by word transcripts.  Remember as you might think about a loved one … ‘I can’t remember, but that’s like something he would have said.’

The personality of Jesus himself: this individual who was able to gather disciples, who was able to attract crowds … who was sufficiently testy, sufficiently edgy, that people want to kill him.

I don’t think the differences should outweigh the overall picture we get of an individual who’s dedicated toward healing, whose force of personality drives a religious movement, who might not be one all people would be inclined to follow, but is certainly one who was provocative enough that people might be inclined to listen.
Marcus Borg

I think we know with a reasonable degree of probability that some things in the gospels  are quite late, the product of a developing tradition decades after the death of Jesus, and some things in the gospels are relatively early.
He was a wisdom teacher like the Buddha in many ways, he was a healer, and finally I think we can also say he was a Jewish mystic.
Yvette Flunder
The son of a teenage girl who became pregnant under what many would call dubious circumstances .
The son or the adopted son of a blue collar person – Jesus lived his life among the people who were the most marginalized both by church and society.

They didn’t kill him because they thought he was the Son of God, they killed him because he was mobilizing people on the hillside, and away from the synagogue.
He was in many ways an example of what the table of the Lord really needs to look like.

He was arrested, he was tried, he was convicted, and he was executed.  And most of us really would not consider people who fall into any of those categories worthy of being the Savior of the world. 
Bernard Brandon Scott
· Galilean
· Jewish
· Peasant
It’s a really important side to think about.  You know this old game where would Jesus come today if he came – Guatemala is my pick.  Certainly not to the United States. We’re the new Romans.

Helen Prejean
Jesus was among the outcasts, among the people that we call the unclean of our day.
Rich Ufford-Chase
My reading of the story of Jesus, is that it was all about crossing borders.  Everywhere where the religious and political culture said that borders shouldn’t be crossed, Jesus intentionally challenged the border, and stepped into the other world.
We’ve sanitized Jesus to the point where there’s almost nothing left.  Most of us have long since forgotten that the Gospel is about sacrifice.

Kingdom and community

John Dominic Crossan
The Kingdom of God.  What does that mean? It means, ‘what would this world look like if God sat on Caesar’s throne?’  What would a divine instead of an Imperial program look like?  What, we might say, would a divine budget look like?
So Kingdom of God is a way of saying, Rome is not the Kingdom of God.  After all, that’s what Rome thought it was – that Caesar was divine, it had a kingdom, so it must be the Kingdom of God.  

Marcus Borg

In Jesus’ world, who were peasants by the standards of conventional wisdom and tradition?  Nobody.  

Conventional wisdom and tradition offered to peasants a profoundly negative identity. Jesus is saying, that’s not where your identity lies. Your identity lies in the Spirit of God.  The way of Jesus is that movement beyond conventional wisdom into centering in the Spirit of God.

John Dominic Crossan
Of course, that is basically high treason.  It’s non-violent; Jesus is not launching a military move against the Roman empire, but he’s saying that they are not the will of God, and there’s a totally alternative way of living that is the will of God.
Rita Naka
He inaugurated a community that was so radical it threatened everybody. Because it wasn’t just people who could keep the holiness code and do all the hand washing and keep all the laws of cleanliness and holiness. It was people who never washed their hands, it was people who lived what was called sinful lives, and Jesus ate meals with them, and Jesus inaugurated a community that incorporated all of them.  Even children – they weren’t even considered persons.

Resurrection

Marcus Borg

Pre and post-Easter Jesus – the foundational distinction of the whole field of the historical study of Jesus, so it’s a crucial distinction.

The post-Easter Jesus is the Jesus of Christian experience and tradition.

The followers of Jesus continued to have experiences of him after his death.  I think that’s the historical ground of Easter.

‘You’re saying that I can still be a faithful Christian whether I totally believe that Jesus rose again 3 days later.’

I would say Easter faith is about our present relationship to Jesus as a figure of the present.

Rita Naka
Doctrine of salvation vs. early church preoccupation with humanity and divinity of Jesus.

‘Jesus came to bring to us the same Spirit of God that he embodied in the flesh.’

Yvette Flunder
There comes a point when we have to take all this stuff off that we’ve put on Jesus, and get back to the Jesus that stood in the water with John.
John Dominic Crossan
There is only one gospel – the one gospel is that not Caesar but Christ is Lord.  That good news has always to be reinterpreted, applied to different times.  What’s your gospel?  How do you apply the gospel now?
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