Living The Questions

10/3/10  Creation

Megan McKenna
The Jews says the soul and the spirit of every human being was created with the creation of light.

Matthew Fox

There are  two creation stories in Genesis … they all have insight about wisdom, but let’s remember there are hundreds of other creation stories in the Bible.

The oldest creation story is not Genesis but Psalm 104.  

From science we have a new creation story today.  It is not about deposing all the other wisdom stories about creation, but it offers a real universal view, because it’s beyond any particular ethnicity, nation and so forth.  

It’s from creation stories that ethics are derived.

Barbara Rossing

I believe in both of them: creation and evolution.  God created the world – one can say that, and still believe in evolution.

We’ve gotten sidetracked into this ridiculous ‘creationism vs. evolutionism.’  

Amy-Jill Levine

We’ve got two creation narratives.  Is this a problem?  It’s a problem if you think there has to be only one creation narrative – if the world can be imaged only in one way.
I like the idea that there are different creation narrative.  I like the idea of imaging the cosmos in different ways.  It is pre-historical dream-time.
‘They’re very different, and they’re all right.’

The general points that are trying to be made here: the order of the universe, the idea that creation is good, when God says something is not good, it’s that it is not good for the human to be alone.  What does that tell us about human nature?
Marcus Borg

God’s stories of creation or ancient Israel’s stories?
Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza

The issue for me is that one needs to articulate sin and redemption.  

Culver Bill Nelson

God can deal with sinners, in fact God must deal with sinners … what God can’t effectively deal with is irresponsibility.  The moment Adam and Eve reject the notion that they are accountable for their own lives, God says, you’re not ever going to be in the garden a gain with that kind of attitude.
Winnie Varghese

It seems to me the story of the garden is that God delights in us, and we can’t believe it.  We can’t believe that we’re enough.  The first sadness we hear of in the Bible is that God’s creation is afraid of God.

Culver Bill Nelson

Love begins to be the power that has to do with what gives life meaning.

Love begins to be the power that bring the kind of redemption that we are concerned about, not killing an innocent animal or an equally innocent human being.
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