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The great challenge for progressive Christians is to behave as Christians – that means I think that we stand up for ourselves, for what is true, what is just.  We do all of that – we don’t walk away from conflict.
But at the same time, other people don’t get to define for us what the terms of conversation are and what the terms of engagement are.  We don’t have to be hate-filled, and we refuse to be.
We will respond authentically, as Christian people to people that are being hateful.  That means that we speak the truth but that we maintain our integrity.  I think that is actually a very difficult thing to do in the culture that we have that really is about winning and losing.  Integrity is actually a much more complicated issue.
Ron Buford

Challenge of articulating a belief or statement.  Somehow I think progressives have gotten into a position in which they don’t want to take any position.  They don’t want to reveal what it is they believe.  But people want to know what you believe.  And you should believe something.
Nancy Ammerman
We have to I think be much more intentional about telling people the good news about the faith that we have.  An getting used to perhaps that E word – evangelism, and redefining it but owning it.
Where people are able to say, ‘we have something distinctive and something good and we’re willing to talk about it’ -- there you find thriving churches.
Rick Ufford-Chase
The challenge for progressively minded or liberally minded Christians  in the United States is to recover our relationship with Jesus, and to allow ourselves to be evangelical in our spirit, and to insist that it’s good news for us and everybody around us, and that there are ways to share that without slamming somebody with it, or imposing it on other people.
But not about being the best social service agency in town, or the best non profit social justice advocacy agency in town.  No, we’re church for a reason.  We’re a community of followers of Jesus Christ.
Diane Butler-Bass
Unlike old liberalism, a deeper sense of connection with God, that we’re no longer afraid of the word spirituality, that prayer is not nearly as frightening as it used to be, that the Bible is an important document that shapes our spiritual lives.
I think that progressive as a word, is signaling a reengagement with the transcendent dimensions of faith and religion, rather than simply being like the ‘United Way with prayer,’ which is sort of what old fashioned liberalism was.  We’re a lot less secular than we used to be – I think that’s a sign of renewal in the old liberal tradition. 
Robin Meyers
Rediscovering the attributes of the early church.  
There was this sense that people who were marginalized by the rules of society, whether because they were poor or sick or came from the wrong blood line or whatever it was – people who didn’t count for anything, suddenly counted for something.

In these sort of base communities of the first three centuries, where there was no uniform theology, no uniform set of teachings – just this Jesus thing.  That’s what they had.  

They had their love of and loyalty to Jesus, and what they believed God had done in Jesus to change the world.  They were going to carry on that work.
They were animated by the Spirit, and the church of the future must again be animated by the Spirit.  Now mainline Protestantism has a very poor, undeveloped sense of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit makes us nervous.
Rick Ufford-Chase
Authentic Christian community.  At the end of the day, my first concern is not to get Christians to go to Washington and lobby their congressional representatives.  I want to see them depending on one another to become the kind of Christian community we see in the early chapters of the book of Acts.  We need to take genuine risks because of who we are, what we believe.
Emile Towns
Step into the richness of how God calls us into creation and into being, and then to share that gift of creation with others, in all the ways that we can of people of faith.
Mel White
Be a Christian in every way you can, and let the Holy Spirit do the converting.
Winnie Varghese

No matter what’s coming out of your mouth, people hear the words of a fundamentalist evangelical, right wing – you kind of set up barriers to other people by calling yourself a Christian.  

Being able to use constructive language and creative language around what we believe, vs. kind of a response we tend to hear, of saying what we’re not.
Starting from this basic point, that God loves us – that’s the central reading of the text.
Marcus Borg
Spirit & Wisdom – radically centered in the Spirit of God and lived by the alternative wisdom of the Bible
Compassion & justice – compassion as the primary or core value of the Christian life, and justice.  If we talk only about compassion we risk individualizing it, and so we need to talk about justice as well.
These two phrases, Spirit and wisdom, compassion and justice, as the focal points of the Christian life, I think these also correspond to deep yearnings within us.
1. A yearning for a fuller connection to life, to reality, to what is – or in religious terms, a fuller connection to God, the sacred.
2. Yearning that the world be a better place

Walter Brueggemann
An ethic that is counter to Caesar and counter to Pharaoh.   Formulations for a counter obedience --
1. Paul enjoins the church to practice hospitality

2. Paul enjoins generosity
3. You cannot practice vengeance

Those three summons – are as radical as you can get in Pharaoh’s world or in Caesar’s world.
So my thought is, that these are secrets that have been kept silent in the church, in order that the church should not upset anybody.
Stephen Patterson
A very strong call to be in solidarity with the poor.
You might call it the margins except in reality, that world is not the margin – we are the margin.
Minerva Carcano
Live with the poor – we need to again to reclaim it as vital ministry, not only for the sake of the world, but for the sake of our soul.
Yvette Flunder
A great leap toward the margin.  In our time, who is most marginalized by church and society?  
Amy Jill Levine
What I want to do is make sure that everybody at least begins with a voice at the table.  
‘You both read faithfully. Try now to see through each other’s eyes, and try to figure out how, since we do have a discrepancy here, how you can come to some sort of agreement that may lead toward wholeness for real people who are suffering in the real world, and is this worth having a schism over.’
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